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Synopsis

This richly illustrated book unravels Zambia to visitors and citizenz alike who have not had an
opportunity to discover it fully. The book describes and illustrates sites, for the first time that are of
outstanding significance to Zambia using a standard set of criteria denoting national significance. In
doing this, it unravels Zambia’s combined natural, cultural and historic past like no other book has
done before. Zambia’s hidden wonders are unveiled in this book, showing that Zambia can
contribute many sites to the world heritage list of wonders. For the first time, too, the origins of many
of Zambia’s ethnic Bantu communities, going back to 500 BC are linked to archeological sites that
have produced their ancestral cultural material. Combining archaeological evidence from the sites,
linguistics, ethnographic evidence, oral traditions and written sources, the origins of most of
Zambia’s communities- Tonga group (lla, plateau/Valley Tonga, Toka/Leya, Sala, Dombe, Totela,
Shanjo,Fwe) Luyana Group (Kangwa, Makoma, Nyango, Kwandi, Kwamashi, Mbukushu, Mbowe)
Nkoya, Subiya, Kaonde, Lenje, Soli, Tumbuka and Chewa- are revealed. From oral traditions and
written sources sites related to the origins of some of Zambia’s ethnic groups like the Bemba,
Eastern Lunda, Lunda, Luvale, Kololo and Ngoni have also been revealed. In addition, outstanding
sites related to the whole ambit of the nature of Zambia- geology, geomorphology, drainage and
vegetation, going back 3.8 billion years, are revealed and described for the first time. This book is a
useful companion to: visitors to Zambia who would like to enjoy and appreciate Zambia; to many a
Zambian who longs to know their identity, history and past; to teachers and pupils who would like to
have the most up-to-date knowledge on Zambia’s past; and to decision makers who too could

contribute to the promotion and conservation of this unique heritage legacy for Zambia.
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